
THESIS STATEMENT

Border entries that are disconnected from their 
surroundings do not serve as suitable gateways 
to/from a culture. A necessary response to 
appropriately address the bordering territories 
will best bridge a boundary zone to make it more 
available and relevant to both. The existing need 
for infrastructure at a border crossing provides 
an opportunistic space for secondary functions 
boasting social engagement. This activation will 
create a more publicly usable environment that 
shall serve as a substantive transitional zone. 

Rena Mande. M. Arch Student 
NewSchool of Architecture + Design

Thesis 2011

SHIFTING SCAPES
Collaborative Space for Border Transitions

A reinterpretation of 
border territories from 
limitative frontiers to 
collaborative transitional 
environments. 

existing border entries do not serve 
as estimable presentations of 
collaborative zones. 

To promote trans-boundary novelty seeking. 



The project will use infrastructure as an 
opportunity for public activity serving both 
proximal communities of San Diego and Tijuana. 
It is not only to bridge the boundaries between 
communities but to also bridge the distinction 
between urbanism, architecture, landscape 
and infrastructure. The center will be conceived 
as infrastructure but intended for community. 
It will therefore develop as a civic project 
programmatically aiming to bridge counterparts 

and become usable space for the public.

The proposal is for a transit center located at 
the existing San Ysidro trolley stop adjacent 
to the border crossing. The project is to 
create a rich, stimulating, multi-sensory built 
environment, looking to foster novelty seeking 
and exploration. It will become the gateway 
center for the San Ysidro U.S. Land Port of 
Entry. As an international receiving station, it 
shall also serve as an introduction to the U.S. 

By creating a substantive transition zone, the 
project aims to recognize the physicality of the 
border. This in turn, emphasizes the boundary 
creating necessary shifts.  

This thesis will aim to activate boundary zones 
and serve bordering communities. It is based 
on the conception that in (re)connecting border 
crossings to their respective surroundings (and 
to each other,) they will provide apposite entries/
exits to/from differing cultural territories. In doing 
so, they shall highlight interaction with the border 

transition zone, this thesis hopes to create both 
an excitement and ease in transition. 

with San Ysidro being the most active border 
crossing in the world, the U.S. has an 
opportunity to set the stage for globalized 

freedom and collaboration 

to bring attention to the border 
and create a physicality for 

transitional issues


