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Border crossings that are disconnected from their surroundings, do not serve as suitable gateways to/from a culture.  A 
necessary response to appropriately address the bordering communities will best bridge a boundary zone to make it more 
available and culturally relevant to both. The existing need for infrastructure at a border crossing provides an opportunistic 
space for secondary functions boasting social engagement. The activation of otherwise detached assembly sites will 
create a more publicly usable environment that shall serve as a substantive cultural transitional zone. 

THESIS STATEMENT



This thesis will aim to activate boundary zones and serve bordering communities. It is based on the conception that if a 
border area appropriately addresses its communities, (by being culturally relevant to both,) the boundary zone will be best 
bridged to highlight both cultures thus allowing for an ease and excitement in transition. It is to create a sense of place at 
the U.S./Mexico border, highlighting interaction with the physical border itself. 

The proposal is for a trans-boundary site development at the San Ysidro border crossing. The project will create a rich built 
environment and use infrastructure as an opportunity for public usage thus providing a nurturing environment relevant to 
both proximal communities of San Diego and Tijuana. It is not only to bridge the boundaries between communities but to 
also bridge the distinction between urbanism, architecture, landscape and infrastructure. The center will be conceived as 
infrastructure but intended for community. It will therefore develop as a civic project programmatically aiming to bridge 
counterparts and become usable space for the public.

It is to be an assembly occupancy. It will be a transitional space and the program shall therefore be flexible. It is to be a 
interior and exterior public space with new border crossing infrastructure on the U.S. side of the San Ysidro border. The 
infrastructure gives way to unprogrammed left over space, which is relational to the movement and transitions of the 
infrastructure itself. This space lends to opportunity for social programming. The park, transit assembly, and infrastructure 
shall support a portion of the over 50,000 vehicles and 25,000 pedestrians who cross at the San Ysidro border each day. 
This program shall be ancillary to the Land of Port Entry border crossing. It will deal with landscape and a facility to act in 
relation to the landscape.  



The fundamental premise of this thesis is that harsh boundaries are not condusive to positive 
relationships. This project shall aim to highlight political border relations. It will be a platform 
to discuss immigration by giving the issue a tangible physical place. It shall represent the 
United States in a new transformational light within the realm of international relations. 

This comes from the reasoning that we are part of a world, which is becoming more and more 
interconnected and interdependent. Yet, although, through advancements in technology and 
the internet, information borders have been broken, we still have real physical boundaries. 

Novelty is both dangerous but beneficial.
Travelers must be adequately prepared for exploration. 

Public spaces serve a socioeconomic bridge. 

Boundaries are opportunistic space.

Civic buildings serve as a platform for artistic experimentation and social responsibility. 
These institutions shall be defined as structures for a social purpose and for social cooperation. 

Infrastructure provides the opportunity for secondary functions. 
These informal functions allow for freedom to become enriched by both cultures. 



There is a spatial and social problem that borders are separate at points of cultural convergence. This conflicting action 
must be resolved. The project will attempt to do so by creating a relationship with the boundary. 

The goal of my research is to assess what program will best suit this function. I will concurrently aim to show how public 
space is most active with an integration between architecture, landscape and infrastructure. The research project will 
thus aim to provide an environment serving differing communities, while remaining culturally relevant to both. The project 
will focus on integration and introduction into a new environment. It will investigate boundaries, thresholds and areas of 
connection, convergence, and interaction. I will tackle such issues as how to make a hard boundary feel soft. Ultimately, 
this thesis should architecturally address a way to deal with cultural and spatial disjunctions.

Having a multinational background, I feel that borders are to be crossed and boundaries to be explored. I have witnessed 
how cultural convergence creates rich, nurturing, educational, and progressive environments. I firmly believe that these 
opportunities are to be harnessed and built upon to further our society. Integration, while remaining culturally distinct is an 
issue America is dealing with more and more as we continually become a country of immigrants. This project provides me 
with the forum to address these issues architecturally. 


